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Animal Reproduction 
There are two types of two-parent reproduction (sexual) and several types of one 
parent reproduction (aseuxual). 


Two-parents Reproduction (Sexual) 
Two parent reproduction ensures genetic variation in each new offspring. This makes 
for unique traits of each young, and allows for greater protection from disease. 
However the animals must find a mate in order to have new babies. The two types of 
two-parent reproduction are live birth and eggs.


Live Birth (Mammals) Mammals are known for giving birth to their young. The mother 
has eggs inside her body that are fertilized by the father. Then the baby grows inside 
the mother, and is born. Some fish, reptiles and amphibians also give birth to live 
young. Birds, crocodilians, and turtles never give birth to live young. Live birth allows 
for the mother to protect her young throughout its development.


Eggs (Birds, Reptiles, Fish, Amphibians) Birds are the only group of vertebrates that 
always only lay eggs. Eggs allow the mother to be mobile while the babies develop. 
Bird eggs have a hard outer shell. The yolk (yellow part) of the chicken egg is where the 
embryo will grow, and the embryo feeds on the yolk until it becomes a fully developed 
bird. The white part of the egg is the amniotic sac, and it protects the developing bird. 

Reptiles, amphibians and fish also reproduce with eggs. Reptile eggs usually don’t 
have a shell, but have a leathery outer membrane. Amphibian and fish eggs have a 
slimy gel outer membrane, and they don’t have an amniotic sac. Like fish, amphibian 
eggs are laid in water, which keeps them from drying out without a sac. Most fish and 
amphibian eggs are fertilized outside the mother’s body. 


One-Parent Reproduction (Aseuxual) 
Most animals that reproduce asexually are invertebrates, like worms, jellyfish and sea 
stars.  Fragmentation and Budding can also be called cloning, because the offspring 
are identical to the parents. The advantage to asexual reproduction is that these 
animals can reproduce even if they cannot find a mate. However the offspring that are 
created have identical genetic information as the parent, and therefore one disease can 
kill off an entire population of cloned animals. They can also reproduce much quicker, 
but that means they can easily overpopulate and compete for resources.


Fragmentation (Invertebrates, such as flat worms and roundworms) Fragmentation is 
when the parent splits and each part grows to become a new identical animal. There is 
a story of fishermen who were trying to get rid of sea stars. They cut up the sea stars, 
thinking they were killing them, and then threw them back into the sea. They returned 
to find even more sea stars than before, because each part grew into a new sea star!


Budding (Hydra) Hydra reproduce by budding. They grow a polyp that detaches and 
becomes a genetically identical hydra. The polyp looks like a little bud growing on the 
body of the hydra. Budding is more common among plants.
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Animal Reproduction Quiz              Key


1. This type of reproduction allows the 
mother to always protect her young while it is developing.


2. These two types of reproduction create genetically identical offspring.


3. This type of reproduction is the only way birds reproduce. 


4. This reproduction occurs when a piece of the animal breaks off, and it develops into 
another full animal. 


5. This type of reproduction is almost always done by mammals. 


6. This type of two-parent reproduction allows the mother and father to be mobile while 
her young develop.


7. Circle the types of 1-parent reproduction once. 

    Circle the types of 2-parent reproduction two times.
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